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Abstract

We performed a clinico-statistical study of Stage III and IV oral cancer to ascertain recent trends and treatment
outcomes. The subjects were 156 stage III and IV oral cancer patients initially diagnosed in our department over
a 13-year period from January 2007 through December 2019. Variables were gender, age, stage, primary site,
histopathological classification, treatment method, surgical technique of neck dissection and mode of cervical
lymph node metastasis, presence or absence of delayed cervical lymph node metastasis and postoperative
recurrence, treatment results, and clinical outcome.

Subject distributions were as follows: 88 males and 68 females; average age: 70.8 years (32-92 years); Stage III: 38
cases; Stage IVA: 85 cases; Stage IVB: 32 cases; Stage IVC: 1 case; primary site: tongue 54 cases (34.6%),
mandibular gingiva 40 cases (25.6 %), maxillary gingiva 28 cases (17.9%), floor of mouth 17 cases (10.9%), buccal
mucosa 13 cases (8.3%), mandible 2 cases (1.3%), hard palate and lip 1 case each (0.6%). Histopathological
classifications were: squamous cell carcinoma 149 cases (95.5%), adenoid cystic carcinoma 3 cases (1.9%),
mucoepidermoid carcinoma 2 cases (1.3%), and adenocarcinoma and odontogenic carcinoma 1 case each (0.6%).
Surgery was performed in 84 cases (53.8%). The neck dissection was performed in 62 cases (73.8%) in surgery
cases. Delayed cervical lymph node metastasis was diagnosed in 10 cases (11.9%), and local recurrence was found
in 17 cases (20.2%). Treatment outcomes showed a five-year cumulative survival rate of 53.2% for all cases (stage
IIT: 68.9%, stage IV: 47.8%), however for patients who underwent surgery, with follow-up five-year cumulative

survival rate was 73.0%.
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