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A questionnaire study after surgical orthodontic treatment in patients with jaw
deformities
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to assess whether patients with jaw deformities were satisfied with the results of
treatment. Questionnaires were sent to 640 patients who had undergone orthognathic surgery in the clinic of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery, Niigata University Medical and Dental Hospital during the period from 2001 to 2010. One-hundred
sixty five questionnaires (response rate of 26%) were returned from 34 males and 131 females with valid answers. The
mean age of the patients at the time of surgery was 24 years. The most common deformity was mandibular prognathism in
112 of the patients and the most common operation was maxilla-mandibular osteotomy in 116 of the patients. Questions
about “treatment motives”, “appearance”, “oral function” and “psychology” were answered as a threefold choice: “Yes”, “No”
or “Neither”. Morphological disturbances such as facial appearance and occlusal disharmony occupied 92% of the chief
complaints, while dysfunctions such as masticatory disturbance, speech difficulties and TM] signs and symptoms occupied
8% of them. Eighty-six percent of the patients answered that they were satisfied with the postsurgical outcomes as to their
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main problems, but some patients were dissatisfied with the results due to paresthesia of the lips or chin, relapse and

postoperative facial appearance. Improvements in masticatory function and speech were recognized by 75% and 28% of the

patients, respectively. Psychologically, 36% of the patients noted favorable changes in personality after the surgery, so that

orthognathic surgery has a positive influence on the psychologic status of patients with jaw deformities as well.
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