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Accidental swallowing of foreign bodies associated with

dental treatment ; Report of [J cases.

Tomoe Chuujoh Yasuo Yokobayashi, Kentarou Mizuno
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Abstract: Five cases of accidental swallowing were treated in our clinic in the years from July 1989 to October
2001. Five patients, consisted of four females and one male, were adults of ages from 45 to 70 years old (average;
62 years old). Post crowns were swallowed in 2 cases, and an onlay, a fractured tooth and a temporary bridge
were in each of the other 3 cases, respectively, during eating or taking medicines at home (3 cases) and having
dental treatment at some dental clinics (2 cases). Other clinical symptoms were not observed. In all cases, the
swallowed foreign bodies located in gastrointestinal tracts, which was evidenced by X-ray examination in 3 cases.
Endocsopy was performed in two cases. One of the swallowed foreign bodies was removed by endoscopical
procedure, and three passed naturally through intestinal tracts within two days, but in one case was not
confirmed the passing. Accidental swallowing should be recognized as serious dental troubles, especially if foreign
bodies were swallowed into respiratory tracts/lungs.
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