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A case of neurilemmoma of the hard palate,

suspected a malignant tumor.
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Abstract : We report a case of a neurilemmoma on the hard palate, which was first suspected of malignancy
because of its rapid growth after an incisional procedure.

A 49-year-old woman was referred to our hospital, who complained of a swelling on the right side of her hard
palate. The swelling consisted of two different portions : one was rather sessile swelling measuring 27 X 21mm
in size and the other was a polypoid mass, measuring 17 X 14 X 7mm in size, arising from the surface of the former.
Cytology from the ulcerative surface of the polyp, this tumor showed Papanicolaou class IV, and the polypoid
portion gradually increased its size even after admission to the hospital. In addition, CT and MRI showed that
these two parts showed almost identical images. Therefore, we suspected malignancy, and performed a biopsy
sample from the polypoid part of the tumor only to get a histopathologic diagnosis of granulation tissue.
Consequently, another biopsy specimen was taken deeply from the sessile part, which gave a diagnosis of
neurilemmoma.

From the experience of the present case, it is suggested that oral tumorous lesions tend to be masked by such
an inflammatory reaction as extraordinary growth of granulation tissues when they were deeply located.
Surgical intervention by incisions may induce enhanced inflammatory reactions of stromal cells around tumors,
because the oral mucosa is exposed physio-chemical and microbial stimulants during eating/drinking and

mastication.
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