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Abstract

It is common to encounter patients with multiple primary cancers nowadays. Multiple primary cancers are
cancers present in different organs and developing independently from each other, for reasons of increased patient
aging and improving diagnostic techniques.

We report a case of a patient with a secondary bone metastasis and struggled to find its primary site.

The patient was a 79-year-old woman. We performed surgery for the squamous cell carcinoma on the left side
of the buccal mucosa. After surgery, she developed a lymph node metastasis in the neck. In that time, a
fluorodeoxyglucose (FDG) PET/CT scan was taken for staging. It revealed that there has been integrated FDG in
the neck and sacrum bone, thereby leading us to believe that there was a bone metastasis. We speculated that
she had another cancer because the tumor was diagnosed as a bone metastasis of adenocarcinoma when she
underwent needle biopsy in the sacrum bone.

We could not find the cancer in the FDG PET/CT scan. Her chest CT scan revealed a tumor in the left upper
lobe of the lung, which was diagnosed as adenocarcinoma by biopsy with bronchoscope.

The squamous cell carcinoma in the buccal mucosa has not recurred in the oral cavity and neck, and the

adenocarcinoma is reducing through the chemotherapy.
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