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Abstract

[Background] Over 20 years have passed since the division of dental anesthesia at Niigata University Medical and
Dental Hospital was established in 1990. Because dental and medical sciences have progressed during this period,
we need to determine the current outward patients' features and our treatment of these patients.

[Methods] A retrospective analysis was performed concerning the number and chief complaints of newly admitted
outward patients to our clinic in 2011, and the actual medical services performed at this clinic. This information
was obtained by referring to the registration records of the clinic and the medical records of the hospital's medical
affairs division. These data were compared with the data of 1990 when the clinic was established.

[Results] The number of newly admitted patients was 247, which was approximately two times that of 1991. In
contrast, the number of times that medical services were performed in 2011 was 2617, and this was almost five
times that of 1991. The number of patients who required anesthesia management by inhalation and/or intravenous
sedation for dental treatment was 138, and 87 patients needed pain control.

[Conclusions] Currently, aging of patients and an increasing tendency in the prevalence of morbidity reflect the
increase in the number of the patients who cannot receive regular dental treatment. Moreover, complications of
medical treatment are related to an increase in difficulties of nerve injury, which cannot be treated in the dental
office. Our clinic was required to treat these patients, and this might be the most important role of dental care

medicine in Japan.
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