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A clinico-statistical study of the maxillo-facial fracture during the past 32 years
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Abstract : A clinicostatistical analysis was conducted of 497 patients with maxillofacial fractures at the
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Unit, Niigata University Medical and Dental Hospital from 1975 to 2006.
The results were as follows;

1. The number of patients has decreased over time, while the number of elderly patients has increased.
Falling or slipping was the most frequent cause of fractures in the elderly patients.

2. The number of patients injured by an accident at work or a traffic accident has decreased significantly.

3. The incidence of referred patients presenting at the hospital within two weeks after injury has remained
relatively high.

4 . The incidence of open reduction and fixation has recently increased. The majority of patients had a
good prognosis after treatment.

5. It is predicted that the ratio of the elderly patient will increase relatively rapidly in the near future
due to the aging society and it is necessary for oral surgeons to carefully consider the characteristics of
elderly patients in order to achieve the optimal management of oral and maxillofacial fractures.
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