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Granular cell tumor of the tongue: Report of a case
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Abstract] We report a case of granular cell tumor in the right side of the tongue. A 37-year-old man was
referred to our clinic complaining of oppressive pain with a mass in the right side of the tongue. He found the
mass three months ago. At first visit, there was a mass lesion 10 x 10 mm in diameter with a rough surface. On
ultrasonogram, the lesion with unclear borders invaded the intrinsic muscles. It was excised with a 10 mm safety
margin from the clinical border as is done with malignant tumors. Histopathologically, it consisted of the uniform
cells which had many eosinophilic granules in their cytoplasm. In immunohistochemistry, the granules of the
cytoplasm showed immunoreaction for S-100 protein, neuron-specific-enolase and cathepsin DO and the margin of
the cytoplasm showed immunoreaction for vimentin. Postoperatively, there has been no evidence of recurrence.
The granular cell tumor is classified as a soft tissue benign tumor, however, it is very difficult to diagnose
correctly from clinical appearance alone. We also compared our case with 97 other granular cell tumors that have
been reported in Japan, clinico-pathologically.
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