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Thermochemoradiotherapy for advanced or recurrent

carcinoma of lower gingiva: Report of six cases
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Abstract[] The results of thermochemoradiotherapy in six patients with three inoperable advanced or three post-
operative recurrent carcinomas of the lower gingiva since 1990 are reported. The age of the patients ranged from
62 to 74 yearsd mean, 67.7 yearsl] The diameters of six lesions ranged from 43 to 74 mmQO mean, 585 mmQ
Hyperthermia was induced once or twice a week for a total of 7.8 times on average, in combination with cisplatin-
based chemotherapyl] mean, 105 mgO following irradiation(] mean, 58.7 Gyd We have three kinds of heating
system, a microwave system, a radiofrequencyd RF[] system, and an RF interstitial system, and one of them was
applied for each lesion.

Of the six lesions treated, twol 33.3%[ showed complete responsel] CR[ three 50.0%0] partial responsel] PR}
and onel 16.7%[] no changeld NCO Therefore, the response rate was 83.3%. Pain was alleviated in all the patients.
As follow-up treatment, two of the three patients who showed PR underwent an operation. Complete or almost
complete disappearance of viable tumor cells was confirmed histopathologically. The five-year cumulative local
control and survival rates in all the patients were 66.7%. In conclusion, thermochemoradiotherapy is an effective
strategy for patients even with advanced or recurrent carcinoma of the lower gingiva.
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