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Long-standing dislocation of

bilateral temporomandibular joints : a case report
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Abstract : A long-standing dislocation of the bilateral temporomandibular joints is rare. Farthermore, there are
few reports concerning the use of magnetic resonance imagingd MRIO in determinig, the pathogenesis of
dislocation, including the relationship between the condyle, the articular disc, and the external pterygoid muscle.
A 83-year-old woman was referred to our department, complaning of masticatory dysfunction over 4 months.
Bilateral condyles were anteriorly dislocated beyond both the articular tubercle and the anterior band of the
articular disc. T-2 weighted MRI showed high signal intensity in the posterion-superior articular cavity. Finally the
articular discs were excised bilaterally, because they interfered with reduction of the condyles. At lyear 2months
postoperatively, there was no evidence of dislocation and the patient had regained masticatory function.
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